QUART-----QUARTER-STAFF.

certain length of rock, into which steel
wedges are inserted. These are driven in
by heavy hammers until the stratum is cut
through. The large blocks necessary for
monumental purposes are generally obtained
in this way, and before they leave the quarry
they are usually reduced as nearly as pos-
sible to a rectangular form.

Quart, an English measure of capacity,
being the fourth part of a gallon, or 8 gills.

Quartan Ague.    See Ague.

Quarter, the name of two English mea-
sures, one of weight and the other of capa-
city. The first is the fourth part of a hun-
dredweight, or 28 Ibs. The second con-
tains 8 bushels of 4 pecks.

Quarter, that part of a ship's side which
lies towards the stern, or which is compre-
hended between the aft-most end of the
main chains and the sides of the stern.

Quarter-days, in England, the day that
begins each quarter of the year. They are
Lady-day (25th March), Midsummer-day
(24th June), Michaelmas-day (29th Sep-
tember), Christmas-day (25th December).
These days have been adopted between
landlord and tenant for entering or quitting
lands or houses and for paying rent. In
Scotland the legal terms are, Whitsunday
(15th May) and Martinmas (llth Novem-
ber); the conventional terms Candlemas (2d
February) and Lammas (1st August) make
up the quarter-days.

Quarter-deck, the upper deck, or after-
most part of the upper deck, of a vessel,
extending from the main-mast to the stern,
or to the poop (when there is one). In
ships of war it is specially set apart for the
officers.

Quartering, in heraldry, is dividing a coat
into four or more quarters or quarterings,
by perpendicular and horizontal lines, &c.
See Heraldry.

Quarterly Review, an English review
published every three months, founded in
February, 1809, in opposition to the Whig
Edinburgh Review, by John Murray, with
the support of Canning, Sir Walter Scott,
and other leaders of the Tory party, Wil-
liam Gifford was its first editor. From 1826
to 1853 it was presided over by Lockhart,
the biographer and son-in-law of Scott.
From 1867 to 1894 it was under the editor-
ship of Dr. (Sir) William Smith. The
Quarterly has from the first held a foremost
place as a critical review.

Quarter-master, in the army, an officer
who attends to the quarters for the soldiers,
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their provisions, fuel, forage, &c. There is
a quarter-master attached to every regiment,
battalion, &c.9> who generally holds the rela-
tive rank of lieutenant. A quarter-master
in the navy is a petty officer appointed by
the captain, who, besides having charge of
the stowage of ballast and provisions, coil-
ing of ropes, &c., attends to the steering of
the ship.
Quartermaster-general, a staff officer of
high rank in the army, whose department
is charged with all orders relating to the
marching, embarking, disembarking, billet-
ing, quartering, and cantoning of troops, en-
campments and camp equipage. The quar-
termaster-general is attached to a whole
army under a commander-in-chief, and
generally holds the rank of major-general,
while to every brigade is attached a deputy-
assistant quartermaster-general
Quartermaster-sergeant is a non-com-
missioned officer who acts as assistant to
the quarter-master.
Quartern, a term sometimes used to de-
signate the fourth of a peck, or of a stone;
as the quartern-loaf. In liquid measure it
is the fourth part of a pint.
Quarter-sessions, in England, a general
court of criminal jurisprudence held quar-
terly by the justices of the peace in coun-
ties, and by the recorder in boroughs. The
jurisdiction of these courts, originally con-
fined to matters touching breaches of the
peace, has been gradually extended to the
smaller misdemeanours and felonies, but
with many exceptions. There is also an
extensive jurisdiction in matters relating to
the settlement of the poor, highways, va-
grancy, bastardy, &c., in most of which cases
an appeal lies to the higher courts. In
Scotland the quarter-sessions are a court
held by the justices of the peace four times
a year at the county towns. These courts
have the power of reviewing the sentences
pronounced at the special and petty sessions
when the sentence is of a nature subject to
review. Such cases as fall to be tried by
the English courts of quarter-sessions are
chiefly disposed of in Scotland in the sheriff
courts of the county.
Quarter-staff, an old English weapon
formed of a stout pole about 6$ feet long,
generally loaded with iron at both ends. It
was grasped by one hand in the middle, and
by the other between the middleand the end.
In the attack the latter hand shifted from
one quarter of the staff to the other, giving
the weapon a rapid circular motion, which